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EDITORIALS
We are glad to give our readers

these pictures of Doctor and Mrs.

Sommerville. Doctor Sommerville

founded and has edited Olive Trees

for twenty-nine years and Mrs. Som-
merville has been the silent but not

inactive partner.

We know what it means to get out

one copy, but when it comes to multi-

plying one by twelve and then by

twenty-nine we hardly want to think

of it. Then all these years Mrs. Som-
merville has written the addresses on

the wrappers and kept the mailing list

and all the accounts. None but them-

selves and the Lord know the work
they have done. Added to the work
is the fact that they have given it all

free and never a complaint and that

they have put of their own money into

the magazine more than would buy
them two fine Packards. When we
think of all this as only a small part

of the work they have done we realize

that they were working for and with

the One Who said : “My Father work-

eth hitherto and I work.”

We hope to be able to give our read-

ers a number of messages during the

year from the pen of Doctor Sommer-
ville. Our prayer is that they may
both be.spared many days to still help

by their words and counsel and we
know when their work here is fin-

ished that the “Well done” awaits
them. It is hardly necessary to say

that these pictures were secured with-

out the knowledge or consent of Dr.

and Mrs. Sommerville.

* * *

We know there are some who think

we ought to have only one paper in'

our Church. We heartily agree, how-
ever, with Mr. Pritchard that it is

better for all our Church work to have
Olive Trees continue.

When we remember that our For-

eign Field has a population of over
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3,000,000 and that we are carrying on

abroad all the different lines of work
that we are’at home and in some in-

stances doing more kinds of work, a

Monthly Visitor to help us keep in

touch with all this is not too much.

We desire to co-operate with the

Christian Nation in every way possi-

ble, and we will continue to furnish all

news of an immediate character to

the Nation for publication.

* * *

Our readers will notice that the cut

by which we recognized Olive Trees

is absent from this number. Our prin-

ter in Philadelphia felt he could not

make any changes on the cut without

spoiling it and the time was so short

that we were not able to make any
final decision as to what we should do

about it.

However, if the absence of the cut

will impress upon all our readers that

there has been a change in the pub-

lishing office we will be thankful. We
will be glad to have you write to Dr.

Sommerville and We are sure that he

will be glad to hear from you but

please do not trouble him with any

business about Olive Trees. The
subscription list and all the Editorial

work will be handled in Philadelphia.

If you send Dr. Sommerville money
for Olive Trees or manuscripts to

be printed, it merely costs him time

and money to send them over to us.

Please mail all correspondence

which has anything to do with Olive

Trees to 4031 Locust Street, Philadel-

phia, Pa.

* * *

We are sorry that two letters from

Dr. A. I. Robb, one from Dr. Calvin

McCarroll, a card from Rev. A. J. Mc-
Farland, and some other items which
would have appeared in the News
from the Field, were lost in local post

office and so did not reach Mrs. Wil-

son.

Dr. Robb reported a fine commu-
nion season at Tak Hing when 11

adults were baptized. The women who
were received were mostly from the

schools. There were special features

in connection with the Communion
which we hope to give to our readers

next month.
* * *

An article on The Tithers’ League
of the Winchester Congregation, re-

ceived too late for this number will

appear in The Tithe and Every Mem-
ber Canvass Department for Feb-
ruary.

The Scorn of Job (Job 31-17)—“If I

have eaten my morsel alone!”
The patriarch spoke in scorn. What

would he think of the church were he
shown Heathendom, huge, forlorn,

Godless, Christless, with soul unfed,
While the church’s ailment is fulness of

bread,
Eating her morsel alone?

“I am debtor alike to the Jew and the
Greek,”

The mighty Apostle cried;

Traversing continents, souls to seek,

For the love of the Crucified.

Centuries, centuries since have sped;
Millions are famishing; we have bread,

But we eat our morsel alone.

Ever of them who have largest dower
Shall heaven require the more.

Ours is affluence, knowledge, power,
Ocean from shore to shore;

And East and West in our ears have said,

Give us, give- us your living bread.
Yet we eat our morsel alone.

“Freely, as ye have received, so give,”

He bade, who hath given us all.

How shall the soul in us longer live,

Deaf to their starving call,

For whom the blood of the Lord was shed
And His body broken to give them bread,

If we eat our morsel alone?

—The Bishop of Derry and Raphoe in the

Church Missionary Intelligencer .
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SPECIAL ARTICLES
COVENANTER MISSIONS

Rev. Findley M. Wilson, D. D.

Having listened to Dr. Watson in

allusion to the heroic and unprece-

dented sacrifices of the nations of

Europe in this War, each struggling

for its very life, my mind has turned

to the program of our gracious Sav-

iour-King for beneficent and life-giv-

ing world conquest. Those fondly

familiar words ring in my soul with

new meaning and power:

“His large and great dominion shall

From sea to sea extend

;

It from the river shall reach forth

Unto earth's utmost end.

They in the wilderness that dwell

Bow down before Him must;

And they that are His enemies

Shall lick the very dust."

The Covenanter Church is called to

World War. Yet she is summoned to

a war of destruction only of the

wrong. The primary aim is to give

life from the dead. We gladly take

our place with other parts of the army
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and assume

our full share of responsibility in the

campaign.

Our field is proportionately larger,

perhaps
,

than that of any other

Church. In Cyprus, in Syria, in Asia

Minor and in China there are within

the territory, for which we have as-

sumed responsibility, 3,000,000 people

living without the gospel. No other

Church will -enter these parts while

we are occupying them, at least until

after their own tasks elsewhere have
been finished. There can be no reason-

able doubt, then, that if these people

are to receive the gospel before they

die, they must look for it to the Cov-

enanter Church. I come to say this

evening that we must first of all see

and face this as our responsibility, for

which we, as no others, must give

account to our Lord.

What are the needs for such a field?

Only in general terms can we state

them. Men who have made a careful

study of the conditions on all foreign

fields have concluded that one mission-

ary should be sent out from the home
base for each 25,000 to be reached.

That would mean that the Covenanter

church should send out 120 mission-

aries. Can we do it? We now have

under commission 30. According to

the accepted estimates we ought to

arrange at the earliest possible mo-
ment to send out 90 more. For the

support of these there must be suffi-

cient contributions for salary, outfit

and traveling expenses, building of

homes for the missionaries, churches,

schools, hospitals, etc., and the em-

ploy of native helpers in ever increas-

ing numbers. Among these 120 mis-

sionaries there should be ministers,

physicians, teachers (both men and

women), nurses, evangelists, Bible

readers, perhaps even carpenters and

persons with a knowledge of scientific

agriculture. These missionaries are

to be not only heralds of the cross in

restricted sense, but the forerunners,

and builders of a new social order. On
fire with the spirit of John 3:16, they

must certainly be ; none the less must
they interpret the Great Commission
in the light of John 3 : 17—God's pro-

vision for the salvation of the world

socially. Are we staggered and over-
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whelmed when told that to carry out

this program will cost approximately

$30 per member annually? Then be

reminded that, according to the daily

press, England is today expending

—

beside human life—her material treas-

ure at the rate of $200 per annum for

every man, woman and child in Great

Britain. And she says she must un-

hesitatingly and unflinchingly spend

more. It is a challenge of our loyalty

to Christ and the Kingdom.

Let us then next inquire : How can

we meet these needs

?

I answer, Only

in the inexhaustible resources of our

Lord Jesus Christ. The world, its

dwellers, and its fullness belong to

the Lord. “Belong” to Him. Then he

can put His hand on them, turn them,

use them as He will. Only the free-

dom involved in the vice-gerentship

of His people limits His operations.

It is not a question of our resources.

I am persuaded we think all too much
that it is. He never conditioned His

program on our possessions but on

His. “All power is given unto Me

—

therefore go ye.” Does He not war-

rant us in believing that if we will but

obey, and trust Him not to fail us,

He will, out of His undoubted re-

sources, entrust to us all that may be

required to follow the way of obedi-

ence to the end?

If, then, only from the fullness of

Christ can we meet these needs, above

and before everything else we must

employ the ministry of intercession.

God works in answer to our believing

prayer. “I the Lord have spoken it,

and I will do it . . .1 will yet for this be

inquired of by the house of Israel, to

do it for them.”—Eze. 36: 36, 37.

“Ask me of things to come . .
,

. , and

concerning the work of my hands
command ye me.”—Isa. 45: 11. “Ye
that are the Lord’s remembrancers,
keep not silence, and give Him no
rest, till He establish, and till He
make Jerusalem a praise in the

earth.”—Isa. 62: 6, 7. The live coal

laid on the lips of the Prophet Isaiah

(6: 7) was either from off the altar

of burnt offering or the altar of in-

cense. What if it was from the altar

of incense, intercession ! If so, J.

Campbell White did not overstate it

when he said a band of intercessors

at home wielding the power of prayer

on behalf of the missionaries on the

field, regularly, definitely laying them
before the Lord would increase their

power in service two fold. How in-

spiring to think that our interces-

sions, live coals on the altar of in-

cense, may be taken by the Spirit of

God and laid upon the lips of our mis-

sionaries to purge them and fit them
for speaking the message with the

very power of God

!

Another essential to the meeting

of these needs of our field is the dedi-

cation of our youth to the Lord for

this work. A man who had spent the

early years of his manhood on the

foreign field, yet in the providence of

God back in the home land, was ask-

ed: “How many children have you?”

“Five,” said he, “five future mission-

aries.” We must begin holding this

high calling before our youth. Par-

ents must come to realize that there is

no higher honor for their children

than to become missionaries of the

Cross of Christ. At the fireside it

must be a chief topic of earnest con-

versation ; at the family altar it must
become a specific subject of prayer; in

our young people’s societies it must be
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openly and seriously discussed; from
the pulpit the call for volunteers must
habitually be issued; our congrega-

tions must become recruiting stations

for our Lord’s army. We need not

expect the Spirit of God to “lay hold

on our children and thrust them out

into the field” unless we exalt this

work to the place which we know it to

occupy in the mind of the Master. The
Spirit of God works in harmony with

—not contrary to—the laws of child

nature, the principles of parental and

filial psychology.

Then, if we older people do not

realize it, the children will teach us

that the dedication of our children to

this cause involves also the dedication

of our entire manhood and woman-
hood to it. Boys and girls take nat-

urally to X-Rays. They were using

them long before the modem scien-

tists discovered them. They are very

likely to turn the X-Rays on us older

people when we talk about the dedica-

tion of the youth to the cause of mis-

sions. They will soon discover what
manner of spirit we are of. Hence it

must be true, then apparent, that we
are living our lives in the very atmos-

phere of the Great Commission. Noth-

ing short of a dominant life passion

to carry the gospel to earth’s utmost

bounds will suffice.

And as we think of how the needs

of our fields shall be met we may re-

call the equipment God has given us

for the work. Think for a moment of

the congregations, the churches; the

ministers, the elders, the deacons, the

members ; the Sabbath schools, the

missionary societies, the young peo-

ple’s societies, the family altars; the

wealth, the farms, the factories, the

mills ; the wealth of faith and prayer-

power; the strength of manhood and
womanhood; the enthusiasm, courage

and outlook of our young men and

young women. If placed in the hands

of God, what marvelous resources!

We need 90 of those young people for

missionaries. We need the rest of the

people of our church to agree to sup-

port them on the field. We need 1 mis-

sionary out of every 72 of the adult

membership of the church. Germany
boasts her ability to put a soldier in

the field for every eight of her entire

population, counting every child in the

empire. We need one missionary out

of every 20 homes in the church. We
need 90 more missionaries out of our

8634 adult members. Will any one

seriously assert that there are not 90

homes in our church that can spare,

each of them, a son or a daugh-

ter for this work of Christ? Does any

one believe for a minute that if these

90 young people volunteer, the Lord
cannot, through the rest of the church

at home, support them?

When considering our equipment we
must not overlook what we already

have on the field. In Cyprus there is

the American Academy with its nearly

200 young men and women, gathered

not only from the island but from dif-

ferent parts of Turkey under Chris-

tian instruction. There are the preach-

ing stations, the doctor and his dispen-

sary, and his itinerating routes. In

Mersina and Latakia there are the

schools for boys, for girls
; the hospi-

tals; the theological classes. There

are the out-stations for preaching and
the many outlying schools. In China

the main stations, numerous out-sta-

tions, the boys’ school, the girls’
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schools; the hospital; the Seminary
class, the medical class; itinerating

routes for evangelistic work; native

workers preaching, and others teach-

ing Christian schools in out-stations.

Then, there are now in the native

church 818 members. These have the

laudable zeal which characterizes those

who have accepted a new faith. They
all have the spirit of evangelism.

Unlike our members at home they can

almost all be counted on to do personal

evangelistic work. There is—and this

is a most noteworthy fact—1 native

Christian among our 3,000,000 to

every 3667. Really it does not look

like an impossible task were the Spirit

of God poured out upon those native

Christians, for each of them, if sup-

ported by a volume of prayer by the

home church, to reach with the simple

gospel message, 3667 of their own
people within a few years. With a suf-

ficient number of missionaries sent

out to teach, organize, direct and over-

see, the native Church will soon be-

come a mighty power. Whatever other

excuse we may plead, we cannot say

that God has withheld an adequate

equipment.

To meet the needs of our field one

thing more is necessary ; the total re-

adjustment of the basis of our busi-

ness life, from the property basis to

the service basis. Perhaps we will all

agree that we are not conducting our

business in the interest of the King-

dom of God. It is a simple concession.

But is it not also a singular admission

that Christians are not conducting

their business for Christ? In a con-

ference of Christian business men the

speaker proposed the following ques-

tions : First, How much would you be

worth to the Kingdom of God if your
property were all swept away? Have
you faith? Can you love? What serv-

ice could you render? Can you pray?
Second, what would your property be

worth to the Kingdom of God, if you
were called away from it? (This is

worth considering.) Third, what are

you and your property worth here and
now to the Kingdom of God?

Man's God-given sovereignty over

nature implies debtorship and trustee-

ship in all nature’s resources and
bounties. ‘‘The Lord God placed man
in the garden to dress it.” The earth

is the Lord’s. All its resources, its

mysterious forces, its reproductive

powers are to be used for Him. Man
is to master nature, discover her se-

crets, gather her harvests in the dis-

charge of a trusteeship for God. Espe-

cially is this true of the Christian.

Christ hath washed us from our sins

and hath made “us to be kings unto

God and His Father.” We are ready

to magnify the great blessings of the

fact that He made us priests unto God,

but do we stop seriously to ask ’what

he meant to be served by making us

kings unto God? What can it mean
but that God wants His people to rule

this world, nature, business, com-

merce, politics—everything unto God ?

What is that, but that the people of

Christ are by their purchased sover-

eignty to subordinate everything they

touch to the hastening of His glorious

Kingdom ? -

Let our minds be centered, as I

close, upon the thought that the non-

Christian has an inherent, God-given

right to Christ and His grace. The

unsaved have rights purchased by the

blood of the Son of God, rights which
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that Son of God has placed in your

hands and mine in trust for them ; but

rights which—God help us—we have

appropriated to ourselves, content

that the men and women beyond

should die in ignorance of them. We
are even now sitting at the table of

the Lord, feasting to the full—and

more—on His bounties while 3,000,-

000 Lazaruses are lying outside our

gates, without even the dogs to lick

their sores, dying ignorant that Jesus

a Saviour was ever born.

Willis R. Hotchkiss was for two

and a half years in a savage tribe in

central Africa, which had no written

language, listening and talking and

studying their speech in the hope that

he might catch an expression from

their lips that would express the

meaning of “Saviour” and how He
“saves.” It was in his thought by

day and in his dreams by night. When
at last, in listening to a story of rescue

from a lion he got the word, his heart

leaped with joy. His tongue, tied for

30 months, was unloosed. The whole

night following he could not sleep for

joy. He spent the night thanking the

Lord Jesus that he could now tell these

people about the “Saviour.” Hotch-

kiss says he dwelt four years prac-

tically alone in Africa. He was 30

times stricken with fever, three times

attacked by lions, and several times

by rhinoceri; he was a number of

times ambushed by the natives, four-

teen months he never saw a piece of

bread, and ate everything from ants

to rhinoceri; but says he, “I would

gladly go through the whole thing

again, if I could have the joy of again

bringing that word ‘Saviour’ and

flashing it into the darkness that

envelopes another tribe in Central

Africa.” And his appeal he puts in

these words: “I don’t ask you to pity

the heathen tonight, but I simply ask

you before God, to treat Jesus Christ

right. Is it right to receive eternal

life at those scarred hands and then

give Him the spare change we hap-

pen to have left over after we have

supplied our luxuries? Is it right to

receive heaven at the price He paid

for it, and then give Him the odds and

ends, the things that cost us noth-

ing?”

How much do we love Jesus Christ?

What is our loyalty to our glorious

King? Are we willing to give our-

selves to Him for this World War?
Do we not hear the drum-beat of His

marching hosts? Who will enlist?

Who will rally to the colors ? Who will

follow the Cross and the Crown until

“Earth’s remotest regions shall His

empire be?” This is life’s highest

calling. This is eternal success. Can

we make other investment so endur-

ing? For—

“His name forever shall endure

;

Last like the sun it shall

;

Men shall be blessed in Him, and

blessed

All nations shall Him call.

Now blessed be the Lord our God,

The God of Israel,

For He alone doth wondrous works,

In glory that excel.

And blessed be His glorious name
To all eternity;

The whole earth let His glory fill,

Amen, so let it be.”
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OUR MISSION FIELDS

have a population of about 3,000,000.

We have 30 Missionaries, (10 Ministers)

and 818 Church Members.

PHILADELPHIA

has a population of about 1,500,000 .

It has 745 Protestant Ministers and 254,812

Church Members.
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Thanksgiving Dinner in Larnaca. Left to right—Miss Linheart

(Mrs. Martin’s sister), Mr. Conner, Mrs. C. McCarroll, Dr. Martin and

Mrs. W. McCarroll. The waiters are school boys—they are both white.

CHINA
Recrudescence of Paganism.

After the revolution in China, says

a writer in the Christian Herald
,
mul-

titudes seemed to lose faith in their

idols, and many developed iconoclastic

tendencies. Temples were desecrated,

and idols torn from their positions and
thrown in the river or trampled under
foot by jeering crowds. However, al-

though the temples were swept of

their idols, the missionary force was
not adequate to take advantage of the

new conditions, or to meet the oppor-

tunity for Christian teaching which
the new order afforded. Gradually the

old customs have been revived. New
temples have been built, old ones re-

paired, and the idols, once despised,

have been rescued from their places of

banishment, repainted, re-robed and
amid great pomp carried by admiring
crowds to their old temple homes and
again placed in the seats of honor. At
Liuchow, recently, an old idol that two
years ago had been pulled from its an-

cient seat, badly battered and then
thrown in the river, was recently

patched up, repainted and placed in

the seat of honor in the renowned
temple of the Southern Plains. Hun-
dreds have flocked daily to do it

honor .—The Missionary Review.

THE LIGHTHOUSE

By John Thurlow Kommer.

Dedicated to S. R. B.

It stands upon a rock-bound coast,

A warning light

;

And flashes o’er the angry sea

Its signals bright;

And many a sailor, toiling there,

Is saved from danger and despair

And when the storm is at its worst,

The night most dark

;

Its steady gleam is beckoning home
Some trembling bark;

Some vessel with its human freight,

Some vessel all but lost, and late.

Hard beaten by the wind and tide,

Its sails all torn

;

With tales of long and sleepless nights,

And courage gone

;

But safe within the port at last,

All fear, and gloom and anguish past.
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Upon the rock-bound coast of life,

Year after year,

Has stood a Lighthouse warning men
Of danger near;

Built to endure the stress and strain

Of lashing wave and troubled main.

And with the Lamp of God aglow,

And bright within

;

This wondrous Light is beckoning
souls,

All lost in sin

;

Who, through the struggle and the

strife

Sail homeward to the Port of Life.

These verses were dedicated to Mr.
Samuel R. Boggs, who is a member of

our Foreign Board, after he had made
an address on “The Lighthouse” in a

mission is New York city.

Mr. Boggs has a large number of

mounted views from the Levant and
China. He uses these in holding par-

lor meetings in the interest of Mis-

sions.

He travels as far West as Denver,

and it would be interesting and profit-

able for any of your congregations to

have him meet with them for an even-

ing.

Write to him as to when he will be

in your neighborhood. His business

address is Model Mills, Ontario and
Kensington avenue, Philadelphia, Pa.

American Academy, Larnaca, Cyprus. Foot-ball, February, 1912-13.

Who will take Dwight Conner’s these young men into active followers

nlace at the 1916 Thanksgiving din- of our Lord Jesus Christ?

ner and help Charles Stewart mould
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MONOGRAPHS
STRAY MEMORIES OF A CHILD-

HOOD PASSED IN THE
LEVANT

Apologetic and Explanatory.

I love the word “stray.” It lives for

me with those winds that come sud-

denly from immeasurable distances,

to pass as suddenly forever. Most of

all, the word seems to me to belong

to the winds that used to wander
down from the Arctic across Russia

by way of many-domed Moscow,

across the Euxine and all the lofty

plateau of Lesser Asia to drift

through the passes of the Taurus,

cooling my hot forehead on their

southward way, and setting me
dreaming of what all my life I have

never found.

The word reminds me, too, of the

gossamers that one sees sailing with

airy canvass set through the summer
air. For who knows why this light

flotilla is being borne to some gain-

ful haven, while other gossamers lie

beaten to earth by heavy showers, and

still others are wrecked in the great

webs that brown and gold spiders

spin from mint-stalk to purple thistle

across the water-courses.

So, like the winds and the gossam-

ers they bear, memories blow across

my middle age from the far fields of

childhood. I cannot call them when
I will, nor could I stay them if I would.

They come and they go. But as my
gossamers drift past, let me, a child,

catch you other children by the hand

and call you to watch them with me.

IN HARVEST
Syrian summer and I was three

years old. Men and women were drag-

ging their sickles through the stiff

wheat-stalks. Old women, bent half

double, were toiling towards the

threshing-floor with great sheaves on
their backs. On the threshing-floor a

man was driving a blindfolded horse

round and round. The horse was
pulling a rude wooden drag, inset

with sharp flints, over the grain.

Children sat on the drag to weigh it

dowrn—a dizzy joy. I have no recol-

lection of seeing all these things, but

I know they must have been so since

it was harvest time in the mountains

of Northern Syria.

I know, too, now that the young
men’s eyes were always following the

girls that reaped, and that the girls

did not for a moment forget that the

girl whose sickle took the widest and

most rhythmic curves would not lack

for suitors ; wTould probably know the

tingling delight of being carried oft*

to some fastness by some desperate

boy and a band of his friends, and of

being held there until everyone should

have decided that Fate had decreed

the marriage, and that it remained

only for parents and priest to bless

the pair. For even among the Chris-

tians of those wild, seaward looking

mountains marriage by capture still

survives.

Memory of all this begins where I

find myself walking through drowsy
sunshine along hedges of pomegran-

ate and myrtle, holding my nurse’s

hand. Everything had a smell of its

own ; aromatic plants that grew along

the water-course; the wet earth on

the margin ; the fig-trees, the dust—

0
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beloved dust of the Orient in which

there mingles sweat of horses, milk of

goats, musk from the veil of Beauty

and the perfume of roses withered

ages ago. All this I smelled and

smelled and was happy.

The rare sound of running water

was in my ears; water running in a

shallow, two-foot trench, the smooth-

ness of the sound broken here and

there by clods or stones, or by some

downward-dipping twig. Somewhere
a cicada was chirping. The endless

rasp pervaded all the air just as the

sunshine did, and I thought it was

the voice of the heat.

We turned into a field where reap-

ers were sitting on the ground re-

freshing themselves with bread sop-

ped in vinegar. They made room for

us, and we, too, sat down and Ruth-

like dipped our morsel in the vinegar.

The following, taken from the

British Weekly, the Editors hope to

keep in their own minds during the

year.

We would also recommend it to the

thoughtful consideration of all our

correspondents

:

He hurried to the telegraph office

and “queried” the editor of a New
York daily.

“Column story on . Shall I

send?”

The answer arrived promptly

—

“Send six hundred words.”

“Can’t be told in less than twelve

hundred,” he wired back.

Then came this reply
—“Story of

creation of world told in six hundred.

Try it.”

DO MISSIONS PAY?
It is sometimes asked, “Do missions

pay?” A satisfactory and convincing

answer to this question has recently

been given by the experience of a

Boston man who sent his check for

$500 for mission work in Fuchau,

South China. This sum, as reported

in the Missionary Herald, supported

four Chinese pastors and preachers.

One of them is the minister of a

church seating 500 people, where he

preaches to at least 200 every Sab-

bath. Twenty-eight people united

with the church in ten months. Two
of these pastors organized Bible

classes, one of them bringing into the

church 50 men. Another visited the

cities where the meetings that fol-

lowed up the work of Mr. Sherwood
Eddy were held, and to date 9230

people have decided to study the Bible.

Besides supporting these four native

pastors, this fund of $500 supported 8

theological students. This Boston man
thought that missions do pay and he

smilingly sent in his check for another

$500 .—The Missionary Revieiv.

We will specially emphasize the

Tithe and Weekly Offering secured by

the Every-Member Canvass. See the

special article by Joseph M. Steele in

this issue.

We commend their zeal and meth-

ods to other Presbyteries. We hope

to give you more concerning this work

later.

See February Olive Trees for an

article giving the present addresses

and fields of labor of all our furlough-

ed missionaries.

We hope to give our readers regular

information concerning the work at

our Special Home Mission Fields.
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TITHING
EVERY MEMBER CANVASS They should consider a worthy pol-

Joseph M. Steele. icy for the congregation and set a defi-

An annual, every-member canvass

is the only way to reach and enlist the

entire membership of the church. A
few members are unable to discharge

the whole obligation of the church.

Every member must do his or her

part, if the church is to discharge its

full obligation to the non-Christian

world.

The church owes it to every mem-
ber to give them the opportunity to

share in the work of the church, and
to persuade them to become partners

of Jesus Christ in the work of saving

the world.

In organizing the committee and
teams for this work, great care

should be exercised to secure leaders

who are in full sympathy with and
enthusiastic for the extension of the

Kingdom.

A sufficient number of canvassing

teams of two members each should be

enlisted to enable the work of can-

vassing the entire membership of the

congregation to be done in two "weeks,

and so that each team will not be re-

quired to visit and canvass more than

ten or twelve homes.

After the teams have been carefully

selected and before any canvassing is

done, the members of the teams should

meet together each week for at least

a month’s duration for prayer and

conference and to receive instruction

and education on the various phases

of missionary work and the methods

and plans of the Boards of the church

and also the subject of Christian

Stewardship.

nite financial goal for the congrega-

tion and resolve to raise the amount
by an appeal for subscriptions on the

weekly basis from every member of

the congregation, man, woman and

child.

The financial goal for Missions

should bear a reasonable relation to

the amount expended on local church

work.

Many churches are unwilling to

give less to Missions than they spend

upon themselves. This is a standard

that shoud be reached by all.

The Committee should divide the

membership of the church into groups

and arrange for the teams to visit

those homes most convenient to their

locality.

After the teams have been thor-

oughly prepared and are ready for the

work of canvassing, definite dates

should be fixed for beginning and

closing the canvass.

Arrangements should be made to

receive frequent reports from the

teams while the canvassing is in pro-

gress. There may be a few members
who may not be seen personally and

these should be reached by corre-

spondence. The Canvassers should all

be tithers or become so before start-

ing out. They should seek to enlist

all those canvassed in a tithers’ league.

It should be explained that the tithe

is only the lowest limit of our giving.

That it merely recognizes God as the

Owner of all we have. It is only when
we give more than the tithe that we
begin to give as a partner. “The tithe

is the Lord’s.” The privilege and
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blessing of partnership giving should

be clearly pointed out.

The canvassers should be provided

with subscription cards to be filled out

by the members, giving the date, the

name of the subscriber, the address,

and the amount of the subscription

and when and how payable—always

urging the weekly offering, first, be-

cause it is Scriptural. “Upon the first

day of the week, let every one of you

lay by him in store as God hath pros-

pered him.”—I Cor. 16: 2. This in-

junction was not concerning local

church expenses but referred to a mis-

sionary offering.

Second, it is educational. It keeps

the church’s work constantly before

the people. It enlists many more giv-

ers. It secures much larger aggregate

offerings. It replenishes the Board’s

treasuries regularly, preventing in-

debtedness and financial loss through

interest payments.

It does not decrease, but actually in-

creases the offerings to current ex-

penses. It promotes prayer ; each

weekly offering becomes an act of

worship.
Systematic, proportionate, cheerful,

weekly giving is the most Scriptural,

fair, businesslike and productive

method.

Where properly introduced and

conscientiously worked, it secures the

largest possible results, educationally,

financially and spiritually.

The canvassers should pray for the

persons they visit before their inter-

view, that they may be led to a full

surrender to Christ and to His plan

for the world.

Seek to enlist their interest in the

work as well as their subscription.

Avoid argument as far as possible.

Endeavor to secure immediate decis-

ion even though the amount be small.

There will be very few congrega-
tions where the average subscription

to Missions will fall below ten cents

per member, per week, yet this means
a great deal more than many members
are giving on the old annual plan.

Many a person will gladly give ten

cents a week who would not give over

$1.00 in an annual collection. Many
a church has solved its local financial

problems by becoming aroused on its

duty to support Missions more largely.

An offering every week, by every

member, according to their ability, is

what is needed. The weekly offering

has great educational value. Any sub-

ject that is brought to our attention

week after week in this practical way,

soon comes to have enhanced import-

ance attached to it.

Nothing less than a weekly offering

is adequate to the support of the par-

ticular church in which we worship.

Is the evangelization of the world less

important or urgent?

The weekly offering promotes fre-

quent prayer and it enlists a larger

number of systematic contributors.

Many people with small incomes, can

give only in very limited amounts. In

an annual collection, these amounts

appear so small that they seem

scarcely worth bothering with, but

when they are shown that a contribu-

tion of five or ten cents a week is ac-

ceptable and that this average from

the whole church would vastly in-

crease the volume of the work, which

the church is now doing, for Missions,,

people are willing and often glad to

become systematic contributors.
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Where people are able and willing

to give large sums, of course, they

should be encouraged to do so, but

even with these, the weekly plan has

many advantages.

The every-member canvass pro-

motes sociability among the members
of the church. Appeals should be made
for regular attendance on church serv-

ices and Sabbath schools.

Lapsed members may be reclaimed

for the congregation through visiting

them and getting them interested in

Mission work, and it is an invaluable

inspiration to the canvassers and to

the congregation.

At the close of the canvass, after

reports are completed, hold a thanks-

giving and prayer service.

November 26, 1915.

To the Friends of the Syria Mission-

aries :

I am sending this short letter so

that you may know that we are think-

ing of you all in relation to your de-

sire to keep in touch with the things
that are transpiring in the Syria Mis-
sion.

Unfortunately, I must again report
that we have to patch together very
skimpy news items in order to send
word at all about the Syrian affairs.

The censorship is more rigid with
each day, and the restrictions upon
the correspondence are likely to in-

crease if Turkey becomes victorious

in her struggle.

At the present the price of getting

correspondence to Syria and getting

letters from Syria is that the letter

should be practically colorless except
for the ordinary expressions of cour-

tesy and interest. Fortunately by the

help of the government we are able to

get purely business mail through to

Mr. Charles A. Dana. The sum of our

information is

:

First, That the missionaries are all

well.

Second, That the work is being car-

ried on as usual at a somewhat slower
pace.

Third, That there are the usual
harassing obstacles put in the way of
work and service, and that there have
even been threats of arrest of some
of the missionaries who have been
doing Red Cross work.
Dr. Hoskins in a letter which he

wrote when he was at Constantinople
spoke of the possibility that they
might have to bring the women from
the outlying stations to Beirut as a
mere matter of precaution. We have
not heard that this was necessary,
but, on the contrary, have had inti-

mations that it will not be necessary.
The missionaries, however, are in-
structed from the office to run no
risks whatever.

We have not been able to verify
some of the rumors that have come
to us about the attempt to create an
uprising against Turkey in Syria.

You have probably already been in-

formed that Dr. Hoskins and Mr.
Bliss have completed their visit to

Constantinople, where they saw the
Turkish Minister of Education, and
that they have returned to Beirut
through the courtesy of the govern-
ment. They were not able to have
the laws modified but drew up a sort

of armed neutrality or truce under
which the schools could open. The
future of Syria and Mission work in

Syria is so largely dependent upon
whether Germany and Turkey win out
in this struggle that one hesitates to

prophesy.
While I am writing, I know you will

be glad to hear that Dr. Mary Eddy,
who has been at home on furlough, is

very much better, and by advice of

the doctors is hoping now- to spend a

month or two in Florida, where she
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can rest. I wish sincerely that I had

more definite news to give you.

With kindest regards, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

Stanley White.

February Olive Trees will contain

the second in the series of “Stray

Memories of a Childhood Passed in

the Levant.”

MORE RUM FOR AFRICA
Pursuing the subject of the ship-

ment of American rum to West
Africa, the Missionary Herald says:

“We take from a Boston daily this re-

port of the continuance of the traffic

:

“Laden with the fourth cargo of

rum, tobacco, lumber and flour that

has been shipped from Boston within
the past few months, the four-masted
schooner Florence Thurlow sailed to-

day for ports on the west coast of

Africa. Her shipments include 830

puncheons, 1770 kegs and 392 barrels

of rum, 2099 barrels of flour, 290

tierces and 1018 cases of leaf tobacco,

and quantities of pine boards.

The barque Ruth Stark, which re-

cently arrived from Liverpool, will

sail with a similar cargo in about two
weeks.

“The business seems to be growing.

Before we throw any more stones at

England for her forcing of opium on

China, we may well reflect on what
the United States is doing by fort-

nightly shipments of rum to Africa.”

—The Missionary Revieiv.

We are doing much Mission Work
at home. We have the promise of a

number of articles covering the dif-

ferent sections of the church. Look
for some of these letters in the Feb-
ruary number.

•

Scene during flood of June, 1914, the steamer sailing over what a few

days before was a public highway.

This year, 1915, the water was 6)4 or 7 feet higher than last year, and

this picture was not taken at its highest by several inches.
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD
Edited by Mrs. F. M. Wilson.

Larnaca, Cyprus.—Extract from a

letter from Rev. Walter McCarroll,

dated November 6th

:

“School opened on September 27th

and we now have an enrollment of 150

students, 50 boarders and 100 day

boys, so we are all busy. Have also

started a girls’ school on a small scale,

which is doing well. The total num-
ber of pupils under instruction is

about 185, a big increase over last

year.

I was in Kyrenia last Sabbath and

had encouraging services there, both

in English and Greek.”
s£ sfc sfc

Latakia, Syria.—Owing to war con-

ditions, communication has been prac-

tically cut off with the Syrian field.

The readers of Olive Trees will be

glad to know of a card recently re-

ceived by Dr. Balph. It was written

by Miss Maggie Edgar on October 12

:

“A card from you yesterday dated

July 9th. We opened day school last

week with good attendance. Kessab is

empty. Gunamia empty, too. Miss

Wylie far from well. Some of our

people are passing through a time of

trial. Sadeek (the pharmacist, Dr.

Balph’s assistant at the Latakia hos-

pital) called to serve in the hospital

at Hunes. Went this morning. Wish

I could write more. We are quiet

here. We know you are praying for

us.”

Word has been received indirectly

from Dr. Chambers, of Adana, who
landed in New York last week. He
left our missionaries at Mersine well

and busy. Dr. Chambers say they

seem perfectly safe.

Tak Hing, China A recent letter

from Dr. A. I. Robb, under date of

October 1st contains items of interest

:

“You will have word a good while

since giving some particulars of the

flood and the damage done by it. We
are not giving out any rice now. While
the price of rice is high, and the

people are having a hard struggle,

there is no actual famine here. A
second crop has been planted, though

a second rise in the river that would

ordinarily be called a flood, delayed

the planting until September, a month
late. The weather has not been good

for it and the chances are that the

crop will be small, so we may face

famine yet before a sufficient harvest.

There is an enormous amount of ill-

nes. Malaria and dysentery are on all

hands, though the missionaries have

for the most part escaped. We all

have abundance of work on hands and

not much time to think about any-

thing else.

We learn with regret (Miss Stewart

with a great deal) that Miss Dean will

not be here for amother year. I think

she is wise to stay as “nerves” is a

worse malady here than malaria. Miss

Stewart is putting herself without re-

serve into the work and has large

plans.

We are looking forward with antici-

pation to the fall communion which

begins on the 10th and culminates on

the 17th. Some of the native work-

ers are working out some plans which
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we hope will result in good, but we
will await the result before publishing

the plans/'

A number of our missionaries are

now in the home land, war conditions

making their return to the foreign

field impossible at present. Most of

them have sought employment, in this

way relieving the church of their sup-

port. Their present addresses and

fields of labor will appear in February

number.

We are glad to give reports from

Dr. Balph and Miss French this

month.

Dr. Balph writes: “I began work
in the Syrian school here about four-

teen months ago. With the idea of

temporarily helping Mr. Khouri out

in the work I began by taking a num-

ber of the classes, and have continued

the work up to the present. Later a

number of young men who wished to

study English requested me to give

them lessons ; and during the greater

part of the time I have spent from

2.30 to 4 P. M. in this work. Some
times I have had as many as four tak-

ing lessons at one time, for some time

past have had only two, and part of

the time one. The regular school

work begins at 4 and continues until

6 P. M.

The number of pupils on the roll

at present is about 40 with an average

attendance of 35. The pupils range

from 5 years to 18. There is about

an equal number each of boys and

girls. The Greek Catholic priests

have opposed our work with all their

power. Some two months ago they

started a school in which they teach

Arabic, hoping to draw away our

pupils. They succeeded in taking a

few of their own people but did not

draw away any of the Greek Ortho-

dox. We hear complaints that the

school is not giving satisfaction, and
it would not be strange if it should

not continue long.

The Sabbath services are held at

10 A. M., at which time Mr. Khouri
preaches in Arabic. We generally

have from 8 to 12 adults and a num-
ber of children. This is immediately

followed by Sabbath School, at which

the attendance varies from 20 to 25.

There are many difficulties in the

way of the work, but it also has its

encouragements. There are several

thousand Syrians in Pittsburg and no

one except ourselves working among
them. They need the truth just as

badly as their brethren in Syria. It

seems to me that we are responsible

in a special sense. The hope of the

work is in getting hold of the chil-

dren. We cannot do what we might,

did we have them under our care for

more of the time, but we trust that

even the little that is being done will

be a blessing to many of them.
* * *

Of the work in New Castle, Miss

French says: '‘The Syrians rented a

house about the middle of October. It

took a long time and much searching

to get a house which suited and in the

Syrian quarter. After the house was

rented it must be furnished. All this

took time. The Syrians have not

quite finished fitting the room which

is to be used for a school room during

the week and a place of worship on

Sabbath, but we hope another week

will find it comfortable. The congre-

gation here has very kindly helped me
furnish the other part of the house

and I am comfortably located.
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The children have been coming to

study their own language'for almost

three weeks. Those who are too

young to go to public school come
from 10 to 12 o’clock in the forenoon.

There are 10 little tots enrolled. The
older children who go to public school

come after school hours from about

4.45 to 6.40. There are 17 enrolled

and 2 more came to ask for lessons

this evening. There are five women
learning to read. Four of these are

mothers and seem anxious to learn.

We hope the church will pray that

the teacher may be taught of the

Great Teacher that these women may
be brought to Him. There are only

five men studying but they say there

are a good many others who expect

to come later. They have different

turns at work and this makes it neces-

sary to change my hours of teaching

men, and women as well, each week.

I had expected to visit in their

homes more but they are coming to

me so well that my time is nearly all

occupied.

They have suggested that we try

and organize a society for the women
something like our L. M. S. This

pleased us. We had thought of this

but were glad to know they want it.

We hope to do this as soon as we can.

We have had services here the last

two Sabbaths. The room was quite

well filled both days. If I remember

right there were about 80 there each

day. The children have turned out

well and the first day there were a

good many men. There were fewer

men last Sabbath but we hope they

may come more regularly when they

see it is a steady place to worship.

They seem to have fallen in love with

Rev. Mr. Johnston and say he gives

them such nice talks. He has been

present both Sabbaths and expects to

come whenever it is possible.”

The following interesting items are

taken from December number of Go

or Send

:

NEWS FROM MRS. KENNEDY
Writing on 14th October from Ras-

el-Tin Convalescent Home, Alexan-

dria, Mrs. Kennedy says:

“We have all been a bit cast down

here over Bulgaria going against us;

but reaction has set in, and everyone

seems more determined than ever to

push ahead and win the day. Many of

the Australians are delighted that they

are being sent to the help of Servia, as

it gives them what they are longing

for
—

'a lick at Germany,’ as they ex-

press it.

“Dr. Mackie is a fine Scotchman.

He is doing fine work among the sol-

diers. He visits the hospital regularly.

Then his congregation have opened

the basement of their church as a

place of recreation for the men, and

the ladies serve tea every evening;

they often have as many as 500 of an

evening. On Friday evening Mrs.

Mackie serves porridge to them. The

men call it ‘porridge night.’ There is

always a crowd on hand that evening.

The Sabbath evening service is given

almost entirely to the . men, and the

very pulpit steps are crowded, and I

have seen Dr. Mackie hand out his

own chair for a soldier to sit on. He
was twenty-five years in Syria before

he came here. They have two daugh-

ters married and living in Beyrout,

and they have not heard from them
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since June. They are feeling very

anxious about them.

“Mrs. Walker (Cunningham) came
over and spent her half-holiday with

me yesterday. She is enjoying her

work very much, and has entered into

the true spirit of it.

“One of the volunteer helpers died

yesterday morning. It will be very

sad for her family.

“Mr. Kennedy is off this morning to

the new Y. M. C. A. building, to their

weekly meeting of the workers for

prayer. He is to lead the meeting this

morning at 9.30. The Y. M. C. A.

leaders come in from the different

camps.

“I am feeling very much better, and

am enjoying the work greatly. I keep

up the mending in the forenoons, and

I am pleased to say that my willing-

ness to do this work has brought for-

ward others to offer their services for

other places: There were many wil-

ling to do work if the work was out

where there was some show about it,

but not in the mending rooms, so con-

sequently many of our soldiers were

very untidy and often uncomfortable

for lack of 'stitch in time.’
”

In a letter (dated 30th October)

Mrs. Kennedy first tells of inquiries

she made about soldiers for friends in

Belfast ,and then says

;

“We are still unable to send any-

thing to Alexandretta. We have not

had any word from there. In my
dreams last night I was back there

with them, and I had succeeded in get-

ting all the members of the congrega-

tion away except Sitt Florence and her

husband, who were staying on to help

me. I awoke, and it was all a dream.

I cannot help wondering how they all

are. What the Armenians have suf-

fered is appalling.

“Our Home here has had a big up-

set. Scarlet fever broke out about
ten days ago, so it is now a scarlet

fever hospital. There are at present

about sixty cases—several new ones

this morning. There are about 500
men in the place, so there is no know-
ing when it will all be over. There is

strict quarantine on, and none but the

staff are allowed to go out. We come
under staff regulations. We decided

to stand by our guns, as the staff

need us more than ever now, as enter-

tainment must be found for the men,
who are not allowed out. Mr. Ken-
nedy has got cricket and games of that

sort started in the yard ,and the ma-
tron and I have been buying pounds

of wool, and have started the men to

work on canvas. I am to start them
also to knit socks, as I am the only one

here who knows how to knit—thanks

to my mother. I used to think mother

was a bit hard on us when we were

youngsters, making us learn to do

everything women were ever supposed

to do, but I have blessed her for it

many a time since. I am afraid we are

in for a long siege, but neither Mr.

Kennedy nor I are a bit afraid of any-

thing of this sort, and can both work

away and feel quite happy over it all.

“The Sphere comes regularly. We
and the men enjoy it very much. We
are so grateful for all the papers

which are sent and to those who have

contributed towards these.”

The following was on a post card

sent to Dr. Metheny by Mr. McFar-

land. It was dated November 8 and
was delivered in Philadelphia Decem-

ber 9:
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Dear Friend:

Am surprised to find how long it is

since I last wrote to you. We manage
still to keep busy enough to make the

time pass rapidly, although when we
think of our work it seems pretty

much like “marking time” as one of

the Beirut missionaries reported.

However schools are full up except

standing room, and we are managing
to keep force enough to give most of

the youngsters something to think

about. Weather delightful all au-

tumn with a good rain or two as we
needed it. Hone you will meet Dr.

Chambers, of Adana, who is due in

New York on Themystocles, Novem-
ber 14 or 16. He and six ladies and
six children left here on Des Moines,

October 18. Spent a week here wait-

ing. Clinics not so large and few
cases for hospital yet. Just as well

since Red Cross has cut off support,

perhaps. Had a nice quiet little wed-
ding last Friday evening. Our Adana
absentees in Kir of Moab seem to be

comfortable. All circle in usual

health. No salaries yet but statement

received. Kindest regards.

Yours,

A. J. McF.

MISSIONARIES’ LETTERS
Money Seriously and Urgently Need-

ed, Writes Miss Mattie Wylie, and

Also Dr. Chambers, of the Amer-
ican Board.

The following items of interest are

taken from a letter written by our

Senior Missionary, Miss Mattie R.

Wylie. The letter is dated Latakia,

October 15th, 1915:

“We are out of money and badly

off. We have been drained person-

ally. Miss Edgar and Dr. Stewart

more than me, as I am at more ex-

pense, having three servants. We
cannot write how we are situated as

you know. Dr. Stewart once sent a

cable for help, which I suppose you

never received. Day schools are open

and we need money for teachers and

our own salaries. Did you ever read

where the sons of Sennacherib fled?

(II Kings 19:37.) The tables have

been turned for that people.

“I do not know if my brother has

told you that I have been sick. I have

felt that I have been going back since

May. The weather was very warm
and I thought I was weak from want
of sleep, but I took malaria. Dr.

Stewart took breakbone fever and the

fever did not break for ten days. I

was not so bad, but I have no fever

now, but I have neuralgia in my weak
hip, though the pains begin in my well

limb. I would take spells of intense

pain, but I do not have them so bad

now, but I have a good deal of pain

yet and it keeps me weak and I am
not able to sit up yet, only the few

minutes they fix my bed. The doctor

thinks that I strained the hip try-

ing to raise myself, but that my nerves

have given way listening to so many
tales of distress and want. They do

not let the people come now. I pray

for patience for whatever God* wills to

send me. I do not think death has any'

terrors for me, only the pain of dying.

Psalm 17, last verse, is my comfort.

I wonder if we will sing Psalms in

heaven? There will not be the need

of the comfort in them, but it seems

as if it would be lonesome without

them. Affectionately, Aunt Mattie.”
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Extracts from a letter from the

Rev. W. Nesbitt Chambers, D. D.,

American Board Missionary at Adana,
Asia Minor:

“S. S. Themistocles, approaching

Algiers, Nov. 4th, 1915. We left

Adana October 9th, and waited in

Mersine a week, waiting for the U. S.

steamship to come and take us off.

Finally the Des Moines came and we
got off. The friends at Mersine were
‘as good as pie' to us. They took us

in and made us perfectly at home for

the week. Then they all came to the

Custom House to see us off and spent

the day with us while the military

went through our trunks and boxes.

They shook out almost every article

that we had, and there were 20 large

trunks and 12 to 15 pieces of hand
luggage. Then they examined our

persons, going so far as to have some
of the ladies take off their shoes and
even open up their corsets. We were
supposed to have not more than ten

liras each (a Turkish lira is worth
about $4.40). However, by hook and
by crook we got off with about 50

each. The Mersine missionaries de-

voted the day to us and helped us to

repack our boxes, etc. We feel deeply

grateful to them all and will not for-

get the great kindness they showed
us.

‘'The circle was well and work con-

tinuing—of course under difficulties.

Miss Sterrett and Mr. Carithers were

busy in their schools and they did not

anticipate any interference with that

work except the impressing into the

army of some of the men helpers. Mr.

McFarland had visited Tarsus and

Adana and other places, including,

Alexandretta. The untoward occur-

rence was the deportation of teachers

Hanna and Shemon from Adana. They

were sent without their families, the

reason was not given. They were the

only Syrians I know of being deport-

ed, and it is supposed that ‘an enemy

hath done this’ on the score of their

preaching to Moslems. A card was

received from Hanna from Kerek,

near the Dead Sea.

“Dr. Peoples is working hard for

his hospital, which he has in very good

shape. Having offered for Red Cross

work he had treated a good many sol-

diers (300 I think) sent to him by of-

ficials. He is sadly in need of funds.

The Red Cross has not been able to

assist him. He keeps up his daily

clinics, but can’t gef much out of that.

Drugs are very expensive. Conse-

quently, any funds you can forward

to him would be a great boon to him

and a great impetus to a good work.

It is, I think, good policy to sustain

this hospital work, not only because

of the work done, but also because it is

a means of securing recognition by

the Turkish Government. A great

point gained where no Firman exists.

Money will be necessary, for added

government expense and taxes are

likely to be largely increased as they

have already been. I think probably

the easiest way for transmitting

money would be through our treas-

urer in Boston and Mr. Peet at Con-

stantinople. I rather think communi-

cation between Adana and Constanti-

nople will be easier than between Mer-

sine and Beirut.

“We have had a good journey so

far, considering the circumstances

—

a week in Mersine, five days on the

Des Moines, a week at Pireus and

Athens.” (Signed)

W. Nesbitt Chambers.
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WOMEN’S DEPARTMENT
Edited by Mrs. J. S. Martin and Mrs. T. H. Acheson

MISSION STUDY

Conducted by Dr. James M. Balph.

Lesson X .

Review.

In what year were the first mission-

aries sent to Syria ?

Where was work first attempted ?

When was work begun in Latakia?

To what class were mission efforts

chiefly directed in the beginning?

How many Nusairiyeh are there in

the Latakia field ?

Who was the first male convert from
the Nusairiyeh?

The first female convert ?

Have the Nusairiyeh been, in the

main, friendly or unfriendly?

What has been the chief hindrance

to work among them?
In what year was work begun in

Asia Minor ? By whom ?

Where has it chiefly been carried

on?

Who was the first missionary to

Cyprus? When was work begun

there ?

What is the present character of the

work there?

What two large centers of work are

there in Cyprus?

What mission buildings are there in

these places ?

What work is carried on in the Mer-

sine field?

Who has had charge of the girls’

school there since the beginning?

What missionaries have at various

times labored in Suadea?

What mission buildings are there?

How obtained ? <

Where was mission work first done

among the Nusairiyeh? By whom?
Give names of those who have been

licensed to preach the gospel in each

of the stations? How many are ac-

tively engaged in that work now ?

What mission buildings are in Lata-

kia?

How many schools in Latakia ? Who
have charge of them ?

How many communicants are there

in Latakia field? In Mersine? In Cy-

prus ?

Who was the first medical mission-

ary to Syrian field?

Where, and how long, did he labor?

What other medical missionaries have

labored in Latakia? In Mersine? In

Suadea? In Cyprus?

What hospital is in operation ?

When opened? How many beds? How
supported ?

SIDELIGHTS ON FIFTY YEARS OF
MISSION WORK IN SYRIA
EARTHQUAKE EXPERI-

ENCES
I suppose one who has ever experi-

enced an earthquake shock can never

forget the feeling. It came without

warning that shock in 1892, of the

earthquake which destroyed a great

part of Antioch, the first of a series.

The mission family in the third story

of the mission building had just fin-'

ished singing at morning worship. All

at once there was a jarring and grind-

ing, as though a troop of horses was

galloping through the story below.

Thinking it was the school children,

Miss Crawford rose to go down and
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quiet them, when the cry arose “hiz-

zy, hizzy!” To “hiz” is to shake, and

“hizzy,” a shaking, is the common
name for earthquake.

It was but a few moments till the

house was emptied, and we spent the

rest of the forenoon in awaiting de-

velopments. Nothing further hap-

pening by noon we were tranquil

again. After dinner all the family

except Mrs. Metheny and Miss Craw-
ford went across the town to see how
it fared with the Beattie family. We
found that their experience and that

of their neighbors was much the same
as our own, except that their houses

not being so high as our own, they had

not so far to run to reach their gar-

dens. On returning home we found

Mrs. Metheny and Miss Crawford

again in the garden, there having been

another shock in our absence. Pre-

sumably it took place while we were

walking and thus we did not feel it.

However, night found everyone in

the house again. I cannot be sure how
long it was till there was another

heavy shock in the middle of the night

which took us all down to the ground

floor, and some nights later a still

heavier one in the middle of a thunder

storm.

After this one it was considered

imprudent to risk staying in the house,

and a number of shelters were put up

in the garden for the missionaries and

the school. Posts were driven in, light

scantling laid across for rafters, and

tiles covered these. The sides of the

booths were made of all the available

matting tacked on the sides of the

shelters. In the American tent a bed-

room was made by putting a large

stone hewn for building under each

corner of the box mattresses of the

missionaries. A sheet between the

two mattresses made the room into

two bedrooms, and two sheets made a

wall between bedrooms and living

room. The west side of the living

room was formed by the rough stone

wall which fenced in the compound.
For six weeks we lived in the garden,

when at last the shocks having become
infrequent, and almost every one hav-

ing more or less fever we returned to

normal conditions.

The Galbraith family was the last

to move out ; they occupied two rooms
in the second story, and I had a third.

Mr. Galbraith had been ailing for

some time, and was disinclined to

make any extra exertion. After a

term of quiet, being unable to sleep

on account of sandflies and mosqui-

toes, I announced my intention of

spending the night in my own room.

In the middle of the night I was
aroused by a vigorous pounding on my
door, and heard the Doctor exclaim-

ing, “This is the last night you are go-

ing to spend in the house.” With* the

help of some of the teachers he then

carried Mr. Galbraith to a place of

safety and the next day erected a

“tent” for him and Mrs. Galbraith,

where they stayed until Mr. Galbraith

was carried to the steamer for Byrout,

where he died.

There are amusing incidents even

in earthquake times. Mr. Beattie used

to tell with great gusto of coming to

the mission house one day when Miss

Crawford and the Doctor were taking

a lesson from their teacher in fancied

security, when just as Mr. Beattie

reached the top of the stairs there was

a familiar tremble, and the Doctor

flinging his book away rushed out ex-
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claiming “I’m always in the third

story of this house when there’s an

earthquake.”

I feel sure that if a bona-fide earth-

quake took place in such circumstances

it would be useless to attempt to es-

cape. Having gone up one day to es-

cape the heat, I was lying on a lounge

studying when all at once I saw the

picture opposite me swing out almost

at right angles to the wall. My first

impulse was to jump, but an instant’s

reflection convinced me that if the

house should fall it would be gone long

before I could reach the ground, and

I lay still. At the same time that An-

tioch was destroyed the stone 1 build-

ings erected in Suadea by Dr. Holt

Yates were so badly injured that they

were useless. Under the oversight of

Mr. Easson temporarily light wooden

buildings roofed with tiles were put

up. Miss Crawford and I spent some

weeks with the Eassons in the sum-

mer of 1894. During an absence of

Mr. Easson in Latakia, a shock of

earthquake occurred on a very dark

night. The tiles danced over our heads

and we sprang from our beds and ran

into Mrs. Eassons’ room. Her little

boy was in bed with her, and her baby

in its cradle. As one will be, on wak-

ing in the dark, we were all confused.

Mrs. Easson groped about and could

not find her baby. We had with us

two Ausairee girls, and by the time

we had found our bearings and got to

the porch the shock was over. When
morning came, we found just where

wTe intended to take refuge, a number

of huge stones which had fallen from
the ruins of the old building. In all

probability the detention had saved

the lives of at least some of us.

Mas, Mahy e. Metheny*

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT
Subject for January meeting:

“Jesus’ Last Words”—Matthew 28 :

16-20. Let one of the children ask the

following questions in the meeting,

to be answered after the reading of

the Scripture Lesson for the day. If

the questions are read over at the be-

ginning of the meeting it will be easy

to answer them later.

How long had Jesus been on the

earth ?

Where was He now going?

Had He told His disciples that He
was going away?
What work was He leaving for

them to do?

What work has He left for us to do?

Where were the disciples to preach ?

To how many nations were they to

carry the good tidings ?

How can we do our part in carrying

the good news?
Parallel Verses—John 17: 1, 4:15,

18:11, Matt. 26: 39-41, John 18:36,

19: 11, 27, 28, 29, 20: 13, 21, 27, 6,

Acts 1 :8, Luke 22 : 15-19, 22 :70, Luke

22 : 31-32, Luke 24 : 45-51.

Review the names and locations of

all the Missions and the names of the

missionaries in Syria and Cyprus.

Give the names of the missionaries

in China. They are Dr. A. I. Robb,

Rev. J. K. Robb, Rev. Julius Kempf,

Rev. Wm. Robb, Dr. J. M. Wright, Dr.

Kate McBurney, Dr. Ida Scott, Miss

Annie Robinson, Miss Mary Adams,.

Miss Ella M. Stewart, Miss Rose

Houston, Rev. D. R. Taggart, Miss

Jennie Dean, Rev. E. C. Mitchell, Dr.

E. J. M. Dickson.

By referring to the last page of

Olive Trees you will see how many of

thesq missionaries are in America ap$
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how many in China. Tell the children

of the trying climate in China, and

how many of our missionaries become

ill because they live there. Tell where

these missionaries lived in America

before they went to China and recall

the faces and speeches of any of them

who have visited your own congrega-

tion.

Topic cards are being prepared for

the whole year for Junior Societies.

They will have the name of the month,

date to be filled in by each society.

The subject and Scripture reference

for each meeting, spaces left to fill in

the name of the leader, the leaders’ as-

sistant (who should prepare the gen-

eral exercises for each meeting) and

the name of the member who will give

the latest mission news.

The cost will be 1 cent each.

Mrs D. C. Ward.

CONFERENCE OF W. M. S. OF
PITTSBURGH PRESBYTERY
The Woman’s Missionary Society of

the Pittsburgh Presbytery met in con-

ference in the Eighth Street Church,

Friday, November 12, 1915. Its at-

tendance was unusually good, and in-

terest was sustained throughout the

day. The devotional exercises were

conducted by Mrs. W. J. Ward, of the

Wilkinsburg congregation. In open-

ing, the 67th Psalm was sung, after

which Mrs. Ward read the 15th chap-

ter of John and led in prayer.

Miss Emma McFarland, for many
years a worker in our Indian Mission,

gave a very entertaining and instruc-

tive sketch of the Mission, its work,

its workers and its converts. Her per-

sonal acquaintance with those of

whom she spoke, gave an air of real-

ity to them and a feeling of nearness

to her hearers.

Mrs. D. C. Ward, daughter of Dr.

Carrithers, who had just returned

from a visit to the Mission, also spoke

in regard to it, emphasizing the de-

sire for, and need of, earnest prayer

on its behalf, not only by our society,

but by the Church at large.

Outlines of their work for the year

were given by the following secre-

taries :

Literature and Mission Study

—

Mrs. H. A. Fisher.

Thanking Offering—Mrs. J. E.

Dodds.

Temperance—Mrs. M. R. Porter.

Children’s Bands—Mrs. D. C.

Ward.
Syrian Work—Mrs. T. H. Acheson.

The principal speaker of the day

was Miss Evangeline Metheney, of the

Syrian Mission of the Irish Synod,

who was forced to leave the field by

events of the war.

Miss Metheney gave a most vivid

and interesting account of her field

and the work. Her description of the

people, their manner of living, the op-

position of the local sects and other

difficulties to be overcome gave us an

insight into the life of a missionary

which was most helpful and inspiring.

The keynote of the Conference may
be said to have been Prayer. It was
notable that every speaker empha-
sized the need for prayer for the dif-

ferent departments of the work.
Mrs. H. A. Calderwood.

SOME REASONS WHY
Have you a Women’s Missionary

Society in your congregation ? Is it

flourishing or languishing? Are there

three or four women striving to keep

the fire burning and are you helping
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or by your cold indifference smother-
ing the flames ?

The happy, successful family is that

one which is united, each member in-

terested, alert to every opportunity

that will advance the welfare of the

family. Just as unhappy is that fam-
ily where there is division, a lack of

interest in each other, a holding back
when any proposition comes before

the family that will be for its best

welfare, and where united effort is

necessary to bring it to a successful

issue. One cold, indifferent, uninter-

ested, unhelpful person in the home
can quickly dispel all the joy and en-

thusiasm in the rest of the household

;

what is true of home life, is true of

congregational life.

If you are not a member of the

Women’s Missionary Society of your
congregation, you should be. Because
they need your sympathy and help.

Because they need your faith and en-

thusiasm.

Bulwer says: Nothing is so conta-

gious as enthusiasm. It is the genius

of sincerity, and the truth accom-
plishes no victories without it. An-
other has said : “It’s faith in some-
thing and enthusiasm for something
that makes life worth looking at.”

This is a very busy world, and the

weeks have not days enough, nor the

days hours enough in which to per-

form all of our tasks, we always plead
“lack of time.” When any great work
is to be undertaken, it is not put into

the hands of idlers, that class is never
considered. When the Master was
calling his disciples he called busy
men, and we do not read that they
offered an excuse, but immediately
followed Jesus. You are needed in

your society, because you are busy.

There is so much we do from a

sense of duty, but “duty” is a cold

word, and when duties are performed
apart from love, they are irksome and
become drudgery. With our hearts

filled with love for those in our home,
duty changes and we go about the

daily routine of housekeepers and
homemakers, with a light heart and
because of love we can say, “Blessed
be drudgery.” There are duties which
God requires of us; if we perform
them simply as duties

,
that is the letter

which kills, but if we have that great
love toward our Heavenly Father
which lifts us up to the plane of priv-

ilege, that is the spirit which giveth

life, because it is a great privilege-

The Master has not called us to go to

the foreign field
;
but he has privileged

us to work in this organized way in

many parts, of his vineyard, through
our representatives, as we employ our
time, means, brains and prayers in

His service we shall be using the tal-

ents with which we have been en-

dowed, and for which we must give an
account.

We have professed Christ; we have
a name and a place in His house; we
believe in Him as the Saviour; we
have accepted Him as our Saviour

—

Why? Surely not for our own ben-
efits, that we may enjoy all the bless-

ings that come from such a union, that
would be most selfish. If we do not
pass on our blessings we lose the joy
of living, and the blessings cease to be
blessings, but we have not so learned
Christ. “By grace are ye saved,
through faith, and that not of your-
selves

; it is the gift of God.” We have
accepted this gift with joy; if it

means anything to us, it means that
we are saved to serve

; it means a de-

voted life ; a consecration to His serv-
ice; it means that we must come to
him with full hands, and we can only
come thus through service. Another
reason why you should be a member,
because it is an avenue for service.

For these reasons we ask you to be-
come a member of the Women’s Mis-
sionary Society. It is a great privilege

to do a service for the Master, to be
co-laborers with him.

Mrs. Robert A. M. Steele.
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CIRCULATION

The plucky little magazine. We
could not do without it.

Cannot get along without Olive

Trees.

It is the best dollar's worth that

comes into our home.

One of our Missionaries who him-

self pays for five copies in sending us

a check for five dollars says: “I hope

you may be able to secure a large list

of subscribers for the coming year. I

cannot see how any Covenanter fam-

ily can afford to be without Olive

Trees in their home."

The above are only a sample of the

many kind expressions received dur-

ing the past weeks. If we would print

all we received during the past year it

would take a special edition.

Dr. Sommerville’s modesty would

not allow these commendations to ap-

pear while he was editor. We are giv-

ing you these few now as we may not

have any next year.

One subscriber, who paid for two
copies last year, again writes: “En-

closed please find $2, one for myself

and one for some one of whom you

know, that would like to have the

magazine but who cannot afford to

pay for it."

Last year this friend's extra copy

went to a widow, who supported her-

self and family at the wash tub. She

wanted the magazine very much, and

what do you think was one of the rea-

sons why she wanted it? It was that

she might pray more intelligently for

the missionaries and their work.

A letter to hand today from one

DEPARTMENT
who daily prays for the work and who'

regrets so much that he cannot take

the magazine this year.

Who will help make the prayers of
many in our church more intelligent

and, therefore, more effectual
,
and he

partners in unloosing a greater vol-

ume of prayers by enabling us to send

“Olive Trees" to such homes as above ?

We are putting no expiration dates

on addresses this year. The fact that

you continue to receive Olive Trees
tells you that your subscription has

been received or that we have heard

from you, asking us to continue the

paper.

Almost all our subscriptions are for

the calendar year and we hope all will

renew promptly. If we do not hear

from you within a reasonable time, we
will notify you so that you will be able

to communicate with us before the

magazine stops.

We have sent a circular letter to all

who have not paid for 1915. As the

time is short we will send the January

number to all, hoping that you will

continue your subscription. We want
you to get the magazine.

If you have paid and we have not

given you credit, please let us know
and we will make it right.

We are sorry that it was impossible

to send the list to our agents until the

middle of December. We are thank-

ful to the many who have already re-

newed their subscriptions for 1916.

We will get some extra copies of the *

January number printed so that new
subscribers may be able to secure it.



FOREIGN MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1915

Latakia, Syria.

Rev. Jas. S. Stewart, D. D
Mrs. J. S. Stewart
Rev. Samual Edgar, ) . .

Mrs. Samuel Edgar
j

on furlough • •

J. M. Balph, M. D., ) . , ,

Mrs. J. M. Balph . f
011 furlough • • • •

Miss Mattie R. Wylie
Miss Maggie B. Edgar
Miss M. Florence Mearns, on fur'gh

Mersino, Asia Minor.

Rev. Robert E. Wilson, ) . ,

Mrs. Robert E. Wilson
j

ontur’^n

Rev. Andrew J. McFarland
Mrs. Andrew J. McFarland
John Peoples, M. D
Mrs. John Peoples
Mr. J. French Carithers
Miss Evadna M. Sterrett
Miss F. Elma French, on furlough .

Larnaca, Cyprus

.

Rev. Walter McCarroll
Mrs. Walter McCarroll
Mr. Dwight H. Conner
Mr. Charles A. Stewart

Nicosia, Cyprus.

Calvin McCarroll, M. D
Mrs. Calvin McCarroll

Tak Hing Chau, West River
,

South China

.

Rev. A. I. Robb, D. D
Mrs. A. I. Robb
Rev. J. K. Robb, ) ^ .

Mrs. J. K. Robb f
on furlough

Rev. Julius A. Kempf
Mrs. Julius A. Kempf
Rev. William M. Robb > . . ,

Mrs. William M. Robb f
on furlough

J. M. Wright, M. D
Mrs. J. M. Wright
Miss Kate McBurney, M. D., on fur.

Miss Ida M. Scott, M. D., on furlough

Miss Annie J. Robinson, on furlough

Miss Mary R. Adams •

Miss Rose A. Huston

Lo Ting
,
via Canton, South China.

Rev. D. R. Taggart
Mrs. D. R. Taggart
Miss Ella Margaret Stewart
Miss Jennie M. Dean, on furlough.

.

Rev. Ernest C. Mitchell ) f ,
,

Mrs. Ernest C. Mitchell J

on ur g

E. J. M. Dickson, M. D
Mrs. E. J. M. Dickson

HOME MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1915

Rev. W. W. Carithers, D. D., Indian Mission
,

Apache
,
Okla .

Rev. G. A. Edgar, D. D., Southern Mission,

Selma, Ala.

Rev. R. A. Blair, Mission of The Covenant,

800 So. Fifth Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

POST OFFICE ADDRESSES OF TREASURERS
Syrian Mission, Mission in China, Mission of The Covenant and Church

Erection—Mr. Joseph M. Steele, 1600 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
Domestic Mission ; Southern Mission ; Indian Mission ; Testimony

Bearing Sustentation ; Theological Seminary; Ministers', Widows' and
Orphans' Fund ; Literary, Students' Aid ; National Reform—Mr. J. S. Tibby,
411 Penn Building, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Aged People's Home—Mrs. A. G. Wallace, 235 Fourth Ave., Pittsburg, Pa.
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for Missionaries and Freight should be addressed to

WILLIAM G. CARSON
2053 SOU+« 42d STREET - - - PHILADELPHIA, Pfl.

TELEPHONE: 785 MORNINGSIDE

WM. MoGbBAN’S SON
Undertaker and Embalmer

508 WEST 134th STREET

ROBERT L. McCLEAN NE>W YORK

H. LABER
MANAGBR

PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED
GLASSES FITTED

HERBERT & HUESGEN GO.

_ CAMERAS AND
VJPTIGl'flNS PHOTO SUPPLIES

NEW YORK18 ERST 42nd STREET
Telephone, Mvirray Hill 624

JAMES S. TIBBY 408 PENN
BVILDING Pittsb\irg, Pbl

SELLS THE FOLLOWING COVENANTER LITERATURE

PSALM BOOKS (ol3 and new versions), TESTIMONY,
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, MINUTES OF SYNOD, CON-
FESSION OF FAITH, CATECHISMS, TALES OF
COVENANTERS, POETS and POETRY, ROMANISM
ANALYZED, HISTORY OF THE TRIAL, 1891

WHITE FOR PRICES-


